Classroom Observation Protocol
Teacher _________________________     Grade ______     Subject ___________    # Students _____

Observer _________________________     Date ___________     Start Time _______ End Time ______

	Introduction Emphasis
	Rating
	Evidence - Clearly communicates all ideas and required information.

	a. Provides overview
	
	

	b. Relates lesson to previous lessons/activities
	
	

	c. Assesses prior knowledge
	
	


Scale:
5 – Exemplary instruction


4 – Accomplished, effective instruction 


3 – Beginning stages of effective instruction


2 – Included elements of effective instruction


1 – Ineffective instruction (a. passive learning, b. activity for activities sake)

	Modes of Instruction
	Rating
	Evidence

	a. Whole class instruction
	
	

	b. Hands-on activities
	
	

	c. Lecture or recitation
	
	

	d. Drill and practice
	
	

	e. Reading textbook
	
	

	f. Teacher demonstration
	
	

	g. Small group discussion
	
	

	h. Cooperative group work
	
	

	i. Individual seat work
	
	

	j. Open ended inquiry
	
	

	k. Data collection and/or manipulation
	
	

	l. Note taking
	
	

	m. Homework/ class work  review/ correction
	
	

	n. Group presentation
	
	

	o. Notebook entry or log
	
	


Scale:
5 – Exemplary instruction


4 – Accomplished, effective instruction 


3 – Beginning stages of effective instruction


2 – Included elements of effective instruction


1 – Ineffective instruction (a. passive learning, b. activity for activities sake)

	Questions
	Rating
	Evidence (tally as necessary)

	a. Knowledge, Comprehension (procedural, rhetorical, recall, recognition, factual)
	
	

	b. Application, Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation (compare, contrast, associate, evaluate, apply, expand, consider, what if)
	
	


Scale:
5 – Excellent use of questions, questions lead to further inquiry


4 – Accomplished, questions caused students to consider something new


3 – Beginning stages, questions were sporadic or on the fly, sometimes leading somewhere



2 – Questions were used, no clear direction other than rote content information


1 – Questions were ambiguous or not used.

	Teacher Behavior
	Rating
	Evidence

	a. Explains activity – Gives concise, sequential directions to guide activity
	
	

	b. Circulates among students / student groups asking questions
	
	

	c. Emphasizes relations to real life
	
	

	d. Uses appropriate classroom management techniques
	
	


Scale:
5 – Exemplary instruction


4 – Accomplished, effective instruction 


3 – Beginning stages of effective instruction


2 – Included elements of effective instruction


1 – Ineffective instruction (a. passive learning, b. activity for activities sake)

	Materials Used
	Rating
	Evidence

	a. Printed reading materials (books, articles, stories, etc.)
	
	

	b. Computer or computer technology
	
	

	c. Overhead projector, LCD projector
	
	

	d. Chalkboard, white board, chart tablet
	
	

	e. Videos, films, music
	
	

	f. Demonstration models
	
	

	g. Manipulatives (hands-on materials or equipment)
	
	

	h. Worksheets
	
	

	i. Science notebooks
	
	


Scale:
5 – Exemplary instruction


4 – Accomplished, effective instruction 


3 – Beginning stages of effective instruction


2 – Included elements of effective instruction


1 – Ineffective instruction (a. passive learning, b. activity for activities sake)
Overall Rating of Lesson

5 Exemplary instruction - purposeful and students highly engaged in meaningful work; lesson highly likely to enhance students'

understanding and to develop the capacity to "do science."

4 Accomplished, effective instruction - purposeful instruction, engaging to students but adaptation to individual student's

needs and interests is limited; lesson quite likely to enhance students' understanding and to develop the capacity to "do

science."

3 Beginning stages of effective instruction - students engaged in meaningful work but there are some weaknesses in design,

implementation, content and/or appropriateness for students; lesson somewhat limited in ability to enhance students'

understanding and to develop the capacity to "do science."

2 Elements of effective practice - some elements of effective practice but there are substantial problems in the design,

implementation, content, and/or appropriateness for students; lesson quite limited in ability to enhance students'

understanding and to develop the capacity to "do science."

1 Passive learning - students are passive recipients of information from the teacher or textbook; activity for activity's sake

in that students are involved in hands-on activities but lesson lacks a clear sense of purpose and/or clear link to conceptual

development.
